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The Executive Mayor Boitumelo Mahlangu’s offi  cial opening speech.
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The offi cial opening speech done by the Executive 
Mayor, Cllr. Boitumelo Mahlangu as the 

chairperson of District Aids Council at the com-
memoration event held in Vryburg Banquet Hall on the 
01st of December 2020.

“Today we mark World AIDS Day. As a District, we par-
ticipate in the World AIDS Day even ts as part of our 

ongoing support for the Partnership against AIDS cam-
paign.  

In 2020, the world’s attention has been focused by 
the COVID-19 pandemic on health and how pandemics 
affect lives and livelihoods. COVID-19 is showing once 
again how health is interlinked with other critical issues, 
such as reducing inequality, human rights, gender



rights, gender equality, social protection and economic 
growth. With this in mind, this year the theme of World 
AIDS Day is - We are in This Together.

On this day, we must all join hands as people of Dr. 
RSM District and of the world against a silent killer that 
threatens our lives and the very fabric of our existence.

On this day, we must use this opportunity to make our 
family, our friends, our neighbours and our fellow South 
Africans conscious of the dangers that HIV/AIDS poses 
to every single person in our country and to the health 
and future of our entire nation.We must urge all our 
youth to protect themselves at an early age and their 
loved ones against this disease by abstaining from sex-
ual activity as much as possible by being faithful to their 
partners or by always using a condom if they are sexu-
ally active.

To the youth of our country, we ask you, who are most 
vulnerable to this disease, to think about your future 
and the future of our children, before you become in-
volved in a sexual relationship.To the men of our coun-
try, we ask you to use a condom if you engage in a 
sexual relationship which has the potential of exposing 
you, your partner or your wife to the danger of HIV/

AIDS, for using a condom is a sign of respect to your 
partner, not a sign of mistrust.

We Are In This Together let us urge everyone in the 
District of Dr. RSM Municipality to take responsibility for 
their own lives into their own hands in order to ensure 
that this killer disease is eradicated from our society.
Let us continue to break the silence and talk about this 
disease with openness. Those among us, who are in-
fected, must be encouraged to tell others about their 
experiences. This will help to discourage the discrimi-
nation which they have institutions and places of work. 
Rejection of those who are suffering is not acceptable; 
equality, social protection and economic growth. With 
this in mind, this year the theme of World AIDS Day is - 
We are in This Together.
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FROM L-R: Community Services MMC Cllr. Ncobo, Naledi LM Acting Mayor Cllr.
                     Lukas Ekkelton and the Executive Mayor Cllr. Buitumelo Mahlangu

The department of Health officials, representative of different stakeholders and members of the community in attandance.

“

Today we mark World AIDS Day. 
As a District, we participate in the 
World AIDS Day events as part of 
our ongoing support for the Part-
nership against AIDS campaign.

”
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The District Traditional Dance group entertains the crowd during the day.

On this day, we must all join hands as people of Dr. 
RSM District and of the world against a silent killer that 
threatens our lives and the very fabric of our existence.

On this day, we must use this opportunity to make our 
family, our friends, our neighbours and our fellow South 
Africans conscious of the dangers that HIV/AIDS poses 
to every single person in our country and to the health 
and future of our entire nation.We must urge all our 
youth to protect themselves at an early age and their 
loved ones against this disease by abstaining from sex-
ual activity as much as possible by being faithful to their 
partners or by always using a condom if they are sexu-
ally active.

To the youth of our country, we ask you, who are most 
vulnerable to this disease, to think about your future 
and the future of our children, before you become in-
volved in a sexual relationship.To the men of our coun-
try, we ask you to use a condom if you engage in a 
sexual relationship which has the potential of exposing 
you, your partner or your wife to the danger of HIV/
AIDS, for using a condom is a sign of respect to your 
partner, not a sign of mistrust.

We Are In This Together let us urge everyone in the 
District of Dr. RSM Municipality to take responsibility for 
their own lives into their own hands in order to ensure 
that this killer disease is eradicated from our society.
Let us continue to break the silence and talk about this 
disease with openness. Those among us, who are in-
fected, must be encouraged to tell others about their 
experiences. This will help to discourage the discrimi-
nation which they have institutions and places of work. 
Rejection of those who are suffering is not acceptable; 
and we as a nation must offer all the support we can to 
people living with HIV/AIDS.

I believe, therefore, that it is important for all of us to 
educate each other about the danger that HIV/AIDS 

poses to the socio-economic situation in our country. 
HIV/AIDS threatens to undermine our efforts to grow 
our economy and build a better life for all our people.

It kills those on whom our society relies to provide in-
come through agriculture, through mining, in the fac-
tories, those who run our schools and our hospitals, 
those who govern our towns and provinces. It worsens 
the poverty pervasive in our society when parents who 
are breadwinners die.

Thus, as we enter the next new year of 2021, the chal-
lenge of HIV/AIDS is still with us and it is the task of our 
present generation of Africans to meet this challenge, 
by focusing on ways of preventing the spread of this dis-
ease and by providing care to those who are infected.

The challenge that this disease poses, it shows that ev-
ery one of us must play an active part. If you are a 
member of a church or non-governmental organisation 
or a school that does not as yet have an HIV/AIDS pro-
gramme, see to it that you come together to draw up 
such a programme.

“

This will help to discourage the 
discrimination which they have 
institutions and places of work. 
Rejection of those who are suffer-
ing is not acceptable; and we as 
a nation must offer all the sup-
port we can to people living with 
HIV/AIDS.

”
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Our district has the following statistics provided by the 
department of health from UNAIDS Global AIDS which 
must never be a threat to human existence in our district 
but as an awaken to take care of ourselves, remember 
we are in this together.”

2019 Statistics from UNAIDS Global AIDS Update 
(2020)

• 38 MILLION People were living with HIV across 
the world

• 1.7 MILLION New infections were reported 
against 500 000 target for 2020

• Sub-Saharan Africa is heavily affected 220 000 
WOMEN & 220 000 MEN recorded to have 
died in 2019.

• EASTERN EUROPE, CENTRAL ASIA & SUB-SA-
HARAN AFRICA are the regions most affected

HIV/AIDS is a danger to all of our people - young and 
old, rich and poor, men and women, those in the cities 
and those in the countryside.

We must build the Partnership Against AIDS so that it 
unites every community in our country into a dynamic 
force for changing people’s mindsets and behaviours.

The District of Dr. Ruth Segomotsi Mompati welcomes 
the initiatives that are being taken by the business com-
munity and the entire private sector, women’s groups, 
youth and the religious community, sporting organiza-
tions and the many non-governmental organizations to 
strengthen this partnership.

As we join hands today, let us create a truly caring and 
humane partnership for health and prosperity for this 
will strengthen our efforts in shaping the next new com-
ing year of 2021 in our country. 

Practising of Social Distancing amongst people who attended the event was taken very serious.

I thank you and May God continues to keep you 
safe, all the time!!!!


